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8th Annual Pumpkin Festival: Green Event, Bike-In, 350.Org 10/10/10 Global Work Day & 10th Anniversary Celebration 
at Cedar Circle Farm 
East Thetford, VT—Much more than a pumpkin festival, Cedar Circle Farm’s 8th annual Columbus Day weekend celebration is both a “Green Event” and a 350.org 10/10/10 Global Work Day! In addition to horse-drawn wagon rides to the pumpkin patch, pumpkin picking and pumpkin eats, the agenda includes local tie-ins such as a BIKE-IN! by the Bike Hub Store, storytelling by Simon Brooks, music by The Legendary Strafford Blues Band, and organic foods by NOFA Vermont, Vermont Crêpe & Waffle and Vermont Bean Crafters. This popular family-oriented fall event also marks Cedar Circle Farm’s 10th Anniversary. It takes place on Sunday, Oct 10 from 10-4 at the farm, located off Route 5 south of Huggetts Store, on Pavillion Road, along the Connecticut River.  Festival goers are encouraged to carpool ($5 car), or to come by foot, bicycle or rail on the White River Flyer and get in free!
According to farm manager Kate Duesterberg, “We love to invite the greater community to celebrate sustainable agriculture and to see how we integrate those practices on our beautiful farm. 2010 marks our 8th Annual Pumpkin Festival and our 10th year of organic farming in East Thetford. This year’s festival is on 10/10/10, which coincides with a Global Work Day being hosted by 350.org, an organization co-founded by author and environmentalist Bill McKibbon to create positive solutions to climate change.”
Throughout the day (10-4) festival goers can enjoy horse-drawn rides to and from the pumpkin patch, pumpkin picking, cider pressing, crafts for the kids, take a self- guided farm tour, visit educational and agricultural displays, listen to British storyteller Simon Brooks of  New London, NH, spin children’s tales (11, 12:30 & 2); and visit with friends under the tent while enjoying live music by The Legendary Strafford  Blues Band of Strafford, VT (12:30- 3:30 pm). 
CCF Education Coordinator and festival organizer Cat Buxton says, “To honor the day and the important work of 350.org we'll be celebrating “the bicycle” with a Bike-In with free bike check-ups and workshops offered by the Bike Hub Store of Norwich, VT, along with displays on bike-inspired farm implements. We’ve also been working with Green Mountain Railroad to arrange stops at the farm during the festival for passengers on the White River Flyer. Take the train, ride a bike, or walk to the festival and get in free! And don't forget to bring your own place setting to help this “Green” festival produce even less than the usual 2 bags of trash per 1200 people."
Hungry festival-goers are encouraged to stop by the “Good Food” concession (starting at 11) for pumpkin bread, pie and cheesecake, hearty fall soups, grilled local sausages, hot apple cider, and Strafford Organic Creamery ice cream. In addition Vermont Crêpe & Waffle of Norwich, VT, offers crêpes filled with harvest veggies and sweet pumpkin fillings hot off their crêpe mobile, while NOFA Vermont offers wood-fired veggie pizzas from their copper-domed mobile oven, and new to the festival, Vermont Bean Crafters of West Rutland, VT, cooks up their Bean Burgers made from local organic dried beans and veggies. To take the chill off, organic espresso drinks, coffee and tea are also available in the Hello Café behind the farmstand. 
Farm Manager Will Allen comments, “Climate change is a very important issue and relates to us all. From fertilizer to fridge, industrial agriculture account for more than 30% of all greenhouse gases. We think our festival is a great fit for a 350.org Global Work Day, as it offers an opportunity to educate folks about sustainable and creative solutions to the global climate crisis. It's also an opportunity for us to thank our customers for their support and to celebrate the beauty of the farm and harvest season."

Operated by Kate Duesterberg and Will Allen, Cedar Circle Farm & Education Center is dedicated to growing for a sustainable future through the production of certified organic vegetables and berries, and quality flowers and herbs. CCF offers a Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program, and educational activities and workshops for new farmers and the local community. The fifty-acre farm, conserved with the Vermont Land Trust in 1990, is a member of the Northeast Organic Farming Association of Vermont (NOFA-VT), Rural Vermont, Slow Food USA, Valley Food and Farm, Vermont Farms Association, and Vermont Fresh Network, as well as a supporter of the Upper Valley Localvores.
The farmstand is open Tuesday-Sunday through October 31 for certified organic produce, fall flowers, pumpkins, and harvest decorations. For more information and directions to the farm, please visit www.cedarcirclefarm.org, or call 802-785-4737.

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE – Parking $5 per car, carpooling encouraged. Free admission for walkers, bicyclists and train passengers.
10-4 PM: Horse-drawn wagon rides to and from the pumpkin patch, pumpkin picking

10–4 PM: Pumpkin coloring, face painting ($1), cider pressing, barn wall mural, crayon station. Self-guided farm tours, educational and agricultural displays, waste recovery station.
11 AM: “Good Food” concessions open 

11 AM – 3 PM: Bike-In! Bicycle workshops and bicycle-inspired farm implements display
11, 12:30 & 2 PM: Children’s tales with British Storyteller Simon Brooks of New London, NH
12:30–3:30 PM: Live music by The Legendary Strafford Blues Band of Strafford, VT
4 PM: Festival concludes
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